YOTES asp PROCEEDINGS, Arrty, 1783, g3

_bours crowned with fucce(s, and the independence of America eftablithed on the fureft founda-
tion. On an event fo jaterefting and important, and fo glorioufly atchicved by the valour and
triotfan of our citizens, we beg leave to offer you our warmeft congratulations.

Whether at fa carly a.period of the pacification, it may be proper to procked on the bufinefs
of the troaty, we will not prefume to fay ; but we sirs fully periuaded, that whenever the fubject
is taken upy it will be confiderad with the moft ferious atterition ; and that your meafures wiil
be diflated by the muft ealightened policy, and diftinguithed by a firm refolution to maintain a
fair national charadter. | _ , - :

The patleat (uffcrings of our-army at differcat ftages of the war, their patrictic exertions and
gallant atchievements under cvery circumftance of difficulty and danger, give them an unquef-
tionable claim to every public notice and regard ; and when it is confidered how much we zre
indebted to them for the liberty and indep:ndence of America, the pnnciples of gratitude .and
Juttice cannot fail to produce the molt fpeedy wad animated efforts to make them a generous come
penfation for their great and important fervices, . . A '

The public crediteis of every zlafs are entitled to your earlieft notice. It is a humiliating
gruth, that in this glorious conteft for the deareft rights of mankind, our national chara@er has
becn fullied by repeated violations of the public faich, We flatter ourfclves, that the proceedings
of this fefion will be honourably diftinguifhed, by a zealous sttention to public engagements,
and demo-ftrate that it is your fixed determination to reftore to government its beft retource, the
confid: nce of the prople. o ‘

It is with concern we are obliged to fpeak of the wants and demands of government. By.the
act of November feflion 1781, to raife the-fupplics for 1782, the whole fpecific -t-x was appro-
griatc in the firft inftance, for the payment of one year’s intereft on adjufted certificates; and

y the ‘fame a& a large fum of money was appropriated for neceflitous creditors, to be raifed by

the falg) of (pecifics then on hand. By an a& of O&ober fcffion 1778, the orphans courts are di=
re€ted %o provide for difabled foldiers by draughts on the treafury, and by a refolve of congrefs,
{Old.lerlcrnﬁt for duty, difcharged fiom the fervice, are entitled to five dollars per month for- life,
in licu Of rations and all other demands. By a refolution pafled at the clofe of the laft feffion,
fpecifics were ordered to be fold to pay off the arrearages of the barge equipment, amounting
ncarly to twelve hundred pounds; and by an a& of the fame {:fion, the civil lift was dire@cd 0
be paid Gff in quarterly payments, Great and prefing as thefe demands are, the whole amount
of monies Jodged in the treaflury for upwards of fix months paft, to be applied in difcharging
them, do not exceed five bundred pounds; arnd we humbly {uhmit to the confideration ot the
general 2flembly, whether it would not more become the juftice, honour, and gignity of go=
vernment, to dire&t an immediate fale of fpecifics on hand, and with the monies pay the public
demand; ) than to retain, merely in hopes of a rifing market, a large-qu ntity of wheat, and up-
wards of gne thowfand hogfheads of tobacco, when, in the mean time, the demands of govern-
|ment &r8 yncomplied with, the public claims unpaid, creditors difappointed, chagrined, and
Wﬂi'to fuftain additional wrong and injury ; the folemn engagements of the legiflam
006 185Mnded, . its public faith brought into queftion, and your executive reduced to the moft
hunﬁ&iﬂuimditioﬁ, and expofed to the moft mortifying animadverfions and cenfures.

Wi take the liberty of recommending a revifion, as early as poffinle, of our criminal law s
Nothing can be of more confequence to government, than that the laws affc&ing the lives of its
citizens fhould be reduced to the utmoft certainty, and that punithments be regulated by the de-
grees of criminality : And we beg leave to fuggeft, as the moft effectual means to obtain a well
digefted fyftem, to commit this bufinefs into the hands of a fele® numver of eminent gentlemen,
of the law.

The importance of trade and commerce to a country ié fo univerfally underftood and acknow-
ledged, that no arguments need be offered to fhew they are objedts which call for every public
encouragement. Peace opens to us the moft extended profpects, and the tafk is ycurs, to feize
the prefent opportunity, of making fuch commercial improvements, as may lay a permanent
foundation to make this a great, happy, and flourithing country. The a& of affembly which
relates to our fhipping and regifters requires an immediate change and amendment.

It is far from our intentions to embarrafs your deliberations with a variety of objeéts, but we
cannot pafs over matters of fo high concernment as religion and learning, The fufferings of the
miuifters of the Gofpel of all denominations, during the war, have been very confiderable; and
the perféverance arid firmnefs of thofe, who difcharged their facred fun@ions under many difcous
raging circh?ﬁa'nces, claim our acknowledgments and thanks. The Bill of Rights and Form
of Government recognife the principle of public fupport for the minifters of the Gofpel, and af-
certain the mode. Anxioully folicitous for the bleflings of government, and the welfare and
ha&pmefs of our citizens, and thoroughly convinced of the powerful influence of religion, when
diffufed by its refpecable teachers, we beg leave moft ferioufly and warmly to recommend,
among the firft obje&ls of your actention on the return of peace, the making fuch a provifion as
the coaftitution in this cafe authorifes and approves,
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